ENGLISH   INFLUENCE  ON  CASTE.                      33
the  removal of the thick jungle-growth, of superstition
and   prejudice   will   ensure   rather' than   weaken   Its
existence.
Higher education in pre-British times was practically
confined to the Britiman, It is now open to all. The son
of the despised shoe-maker the son of the venerated
priest have to sit on the same seats          receive the
same instruction. The prizes Inside schools and the
prizes outside schools are open to all. Irrespective of
caste. The fact is3 under existing conditions^ the main-
tenance of            orthodoxy Is extremely difficult^ we
may say, well           impossible* In the school
room, in the railway compartment and on board the
steamer, caste-rules can not be rigorously observed,
notwithsandip.g privations which the Hindus often
undergo to them. Before the water-works of
Calcutta started, the drinking of the pipe-
water was contemplated with horror by the orthodox
Hindu community* Yet, how many .members of that
community get their drinking water from the Ganges?
That the drinking of pipe water* of bottled sodawater
or lemonade, or of medicatad water from European
dispensaries is against strict rules of caste does notentei
into the head of 59 out" of 100 Hindus at least in
Bengal. How many before regaling themselves with
sweets sold in our 'siiaps stop to enquire whether they
are made of refined or unrefined sugar, and how the
sugar has been refined t How many before using
enquire whether fat or oil has entered iato its com-
position ?